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“For even the Son 

of Man did not 

come to be served, 

but to serve, and 

to give his life as a 

ransom for many.”  

MARK 10:45
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You may say many things about the Great Commission recorded in 
Matthew and Mark regarding making disciples of all nations, including:  

• They’re Jesus’ fi nal words…so they’re important to you

• It’s a charge to you as a believer...so you should participate

• Your assignment is global...so it affects the entire world 

Let me share an amazing encounter in India, which made it apparent that 
fi nishing the task is doable in our lifetime. It was there that we met an 
amazing Christian brother, Arjun. 

Arjun’s story is unbelievably beautiful; especially as you comprehend his 
background. Born to a radical Hindu leader, who attacked and persecuted 
Christians, it seemed Arjun’s walk would be that same road of hatred. But his 
father heard one Bible verse which changed his life and the path of his son’s.  

Their full story is told in Finishing the Task, You are Bringing People from 
Hatred to Heaven, an article in this newsletter, so be sure to read it. 

However, let me say that Arjun is working diligently, cultivating Kingdom 
fi elds and has a network of over 100 pastors, who have planted over 1,000 
churches in primarily Hindu communities, preaching the gospel and setting 
captives free in some of the harshest fi elds of the world.

From this one convert came thousands upon thousands of gospel believers. 
With your help, it can be replicated again and again so that the task is 
fi nished and Jesus returns!

 

FINISHING THE TASK
You can make it happen

World Mission Legacy Society is for you if you want to continue the evangelical 
outreach you’ve supported during your lifetime upon your passing to glory.

Easy Ways to Leave Your Legacy: 

Estate Plan Gifts are given through your will or trust. Legal wording is: 
“I give ____________ (%, specifi c amount, or residue) to World Mission, a 
Michigan nonprofi t corporation of 4200 Alpine Ave NW, Comstock Park, MI 49321. 

Financial Institution Account Benefi ciary Designations are so quick 
and easy to do yet can have a big impact.

Please contact us with questions or once you’ve included World Mission in your estate 
plan so we can thank you. 
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M I S S I O N  I N  M Y  W O R D S

CHUCK PORTE

One of the fi rst things that 
resonated with me when 

we moved from Traverse City 
to Grandville in 1995 was that 
the church which we joined was 
known as a “mission church”. It 
gained this reputation because 
about 20% of the giving was 
devoted solely to missions. World 
Mission was one of the missions 
being supported by my church. 
Today it still is a favorite of my 
church’s mission efforts.

In 2011 when my wife of 50 
years, Sharon, passed on to glory, 
I spent time redecorating the 
house to fi t my bachelor tastes. 
However, when that decorating 
was fi nished, I went to see Greg 
Kelley, CEO of World Mission. 
The result of that meeting was 
that I entered into a new career: a 
fundraiser calling upon churches 
to support World Mission’s 
ministry.  The years that I spent 
raising monies for World Mission 
were most enjoyable as it was the 
perfect outlet for my time to be 
devoted to the Lord.

One of the most exciting aspects 
of my marketing efforts was 
to call on elementary age kids’ 
Sunday Schools to engage them 
in outreach by supporting Ken 

Thompson’s adventure called 
Trekking for Treasures. 

Ken’s goal was to walk the entire 
length of America from Key West 
to the Maine/Canadian border, 
approximately 4,000 miles! For 
every mile he walked, Ken hoped 
to raise enough money to supply 
1 solar-powered audio Bible 
Treasure ($40 ea.). Ken’s valiant 
effort brought in thousands 
of dollars, which turned into 
Treasures, and gave people an 
amazing outreach effort to rally 
around. 

The fun part was that the Sunday 
Schools put large maps of the 
USA in their meeting rooms 
and kept track of Ken’s progress 
weekly. Many parents became 
interested, and soon entire 
churches entered into Ken’s trek! 

So why all this effort just to 
support one ministry? The answer 
is in the end product. Treasures 
are simply the most effective 
way to get the Word of God to 
the “ends of the earth” as each is 
listened to by 144 people each 
year. Last year World Mission 
delivered 30,000 Treasurers. That 
means over 4.3 million people 
heard the gospel for the fi rst time. 

Treasures can be customized to 
exactly where they are sent as 
they carry one of 6,000 different 
languages/dialects. Indigenous 
national partners deliver each 
Treasure, disciple its recipients 
and plant churches – all through 
the power of the gospel message 
on the Treasure.

I’m at that state in my life when 
I’m fast approaching the heavenly 
goal of my earthly trek. Needless 
to say, my estate plan refl ects that 
World Mission is richly included 
in the remains of what God has 
given to me as His steward. My 
legacy at World Mission will 
continue the outreach I believe in 
and worked at while here in this 
earthly home. Join me in leaving a 
lasting legacy!

Chuck grew up in Redlands, CA., 
attended Calvin College and earned a 
degree in education. Many years were 
spent in teaching on an elementary 
school level. Later years were spent 
in administration ranging from 
principal at multiple levels and fi nally 
as superintendent. Chuck’s career 
path changed to marketing group 
insurances to school personnel. He 
has retired and reentered the work 
fi eld upon multiple occasions.

ABOUT CHUCK

“I’m at that state in my life when I’m fast 
approaching the heavenly goal of my earthly 

trek… join me in leaving a lasting legacy!”
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YOU ARE BRINGING 
PEOPLE FROM 
HATRED TO HEAVEN

Finishing 
the Task 
in India

My father, Promod, was born and brought up 
in an orthodox Hindu family. Right from his 

childhood, he was against foreigners, like people 
from the UK and USA. His father and he, along 
with his elder brother, were freedom fi ghters. They 
even went to jail because they were arrested by 
British soldiers for raging war against the state. 

Promod was a worker of a fanatic Hindu political 
group that is against Christian activities, tribes and 
other minorities in India. The group, under that 
same policy, killed Dr. Graham and his two sons, 
Timothy and Philip, by burning them to death. 
The Grahams were in a remote village in one of the 
Indian states working among people with leprosy 
as medical missionaries. The same group beat and 
killed many pastors, evangelists and worshipers. 
They also burnt down many church buildings. 

My father was a 7-pack-a-day chain-smoker. He 
could not sleep or work or take a meal without 
smoking. His favorite was the cigarette brand 
Charminar, a very strong, fi lter less cigarette many 
people would not buy at that time. One day he felt 
sick, so he was taken to the closest hospital, one 
that treats TB patients. The closest hospital was 
approximately 29 miles from his village. 

We thank God that the hospital was run by 
missionaries from the USA. So, being a Christian 
hospital, every morning there was morning devotion 
which patients and staff attended. But my father did 
not attend. 

One day, one of the senior missionaries came to 
meet him and told him that he can also attend the 
chapel and that would be good. My father got angry. 
He said, “You have come to treat us medically, not to 
convert us.” 

Somebody in that hospital gave him a Bible. My dad 
burnt it. 

One fi ne morning, he asked his friend to give him a 
Bible. He also purchased a notebook and pen. The 
purpose of asking for a Bible was to read the Bible, 
write down all the wrong teachings and words in a 
notebook, and tell people that the Bible is wrong, 
Christian religion is from USA, so send Christian 
missionaries back to their countries. Even today 
there are some leaders in that group who bring this 
matter up and remind the politicians that the time 
has come to take action now. 

Before he went to this Christian hospital, he read all 
the religious books, including Buddhism. My dad 
began to read the Bible. He did not get any wrong 

FEATURE STORY

by Arjun, a World Mission 
national partner
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words or wrong teachings against 
country and religions at all in the 
Bible. But Mark 10:45 changed 
his thinking about our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

“For even the Son of 
Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.”  

He stopped reading further but 
read Mark 10:45 many times to 
understand how this god can do 
like this? 

He told me that he read so many 
religious books, but no other 
gods or spiritual leaders ever 

did what Jesus Christ did. How 
come? Why Christian god will 
do like this for people? He, as 
god, came to serve and not to be 
served? All these questions were 
hovering in his head. And at last 
he said, “Who is this god? I want 
to know him.” That’s it. 

My dad was not feeling good. 
The reason was something in his 
mind was bothering him. He was 
thinking how to get the answers 
to his questions. 

The next day he went to work 
but looked so tired. One of the 
lady staff members working in 
that mission was watching my 
dad, and asked him, “Promod, 
are you okay?” 

“Yes, I am fine,” my father replied. 

The missionary lady invited him 
to her office room and asked him 
if he needed any help. At that 
time my father told her about 
Mark 10:45. She understood his 
confusion and she took him to 
another missionary who was the 
pastor in charge. 

After hearing the gospel from 
that American pastor and 

understanding the meaning of 
Jesus’ sacrifice and His love for 
him, a sinner, my dad could not 
wait but welcome Jesus in his heart 
right then, on that very evening. 
My dad accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ as his personal savior on 
May 11, 1957, at 3:20pm. 

He did not find any wrong thing 
in the Bible, but the Bible found 
wrong in his life. He became a 
born-again Christian. God saved 
him. 

The lady missionary who led my 
dad to Christ was from Detroit, 
Michigan. She went to be with 
the Lord in 2016. 

I, his eldest son, salute the 
American Bible Believing 
Missionaries for the sacrifices 
they made in the 50s and 60s. 
Because of their sacrifices, I am 
saved, too. 

My dad also helped his mother 
to become born-again Christian. 
He also baptized her. She 
was saved. But the rest of the 
family members are still blind, 
worshiping dead goddess. 

Thank you, USA, so much for 
sending men and women of God 
to India. They have shown the 
love of God practically. They left 
entire comfortable life behind 
and chose areas for ministry 
where there was no road, no 
hospital, no restaurant, no 
transportation, no internet, no 
bank ‘on line money transfer’ and 
no 911, but the unconditional 
Love of the resurrected Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

This powerful story of redemption 
reminds us of the challenging 
environments our national 
partners serve in. Arjun shared 
this story with us so that all of 
us could be further equipped to 
pray and understand the spiritual 
dynamics surrounding unreached 
people groups. He represents one 
of our 30 leaders living in hostile 
environments. 

Greg Kelley 
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V O L U N T E E R  S T O RY

The passion that God planted in my heart because of 
Greg’s presentation enabled me to fi re up a great group 
of volunteers from our church family. God had a plan 
for Port City Church’s involvement that we sure didn’t 
foresee. 

It was through a combination of Greg telling us of the 
desperate need of the unreached to hear God’s word and 
the visual idea of the Treasure audio Bible fulfi lling that 
need that I was able to pass along my passion to 30 or so 
people in my church.  

My next step was to pick a day of the week and have the 
team of volunteers meet at the thrift store to decide what 
areas of the store would suit each individual volunteer to 
work in; challenging but fun!

The key for our involvement was knowing that the store 
was going to be run by volunteers and the profi t would 
be going toward The Treasure that is being sent by World 
Mission all over the world to unreached people. Because 

Pam Thoune’s heart and 
skills are a perfect fi t for 
this ministry.this ministry.this ministry.

Passionate, 
Fired Up 
& Contagious!

“My volunteer-life story began 

innocently enough, with a 

presentation by Greg Kelley of 

World Mission at my church, 

Port City Church, in Muskegon, 

Michigan. What started simply 

as an opportunity for a small 

group of church people to 

do a serve day at the World 

Mission Muskegon thrift store, 

turned into my new job as The 

Day Manager!

Pam



of our volunteer time, people who have never 
once heard of Jesus now have that opportunity. It 
changes their eternal destination from darkness to 
light. How many volunteer positions do that?

We now consider ourselves as volunteer 
missionaries; we understand that we are a part of 
the World Mission ministry. For every 4 hours 
we volunteer, 1 Treasure is being sent out. That 1 
Treasure impacts 144 people. Wow, it’s exciting to 
think about that when we’re volunteering at the 
store!

Flash forward: our church has 
been volunteering at the store 
for one year now and during this 
time we have become friends 
with the patrons that come into 
the store regularly. Helping them 
on a more personal level and 
understanding their stories has 
given us many opportunities to 
pray with them and share the 
good news of Jesus Christ. Our 
mission field is not only overseas, 
but right here in Muskegon 
Heights, Michigan. 

Our time together each Tuesday 
has also brought this group of 

volunteers closer together. We 
share what’s happening in our 
lives; both the good and tough 
times. Our lives are now woven 
together and are not easily pulled 
apart.

And “The Passion is Contagious” 
in that we not only work on 
Tuesdays, but some also come in 
other days of the week to help. 
Apparently, we just can’t stay 
away from this mission field!

Personally, my time at the World 
Mission Thrift Center is the 
most valuable day of the week 
for me. The fellowship it brings 
me, the fun times our team 

on Tuesdays has, and the purpose of getting the 
audio Bibles, the Treasures, out to those that are 
unreached is a blessing to me.

So, if you know someone in Muskegon 
who is passionate about spreading God’s 
word and wants to have fun fellowship 
with others, this is the place to be! We 
are located at 525 W Sherman Boulevard 
in Muskegon Heights, Michigan, right o� 
Seaway Drive.”
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To deliver the  WORD OF GOD in audio format to oral learners living in unreached people groups.
MISSION STATEMENT

   4200 Alpine Ave NW  /  Comstock Park, MI 49321  /  616.534.5689  /  worldmission.cc

WHAT YOU CAN DO

GIVE    l    VOLUNTEER    l    PRAY    l    SHARE

LIVES YOU HAVE 
TOUCHED IN 2018

GRAB THAT EXTRA CHANGE, fi ll your 
Change Your World (CYW) box, and you’ll 
Change Eternal Destinies. It’s so easy, yet so 
impactful.

CELEBRATION DINNER GUESTS: Have your 
CYW box fi lled? Count it, send us a check 
for the amount and refi ll your box. We’ll 
send Treasures!

ORGANIZATIONS: This is a great way to 
get your groups involved fi rst-hand with 
missions. Call 616.534.5689 to get your 
program started in 2019.

GRAB THAT EXTRA CHANGE, fi ll your 

SENT
Treasures / Audio Bibles . . . . . . . . . . . 45,488
MicroSD Cards  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,334
LightStream Media Systems . . . . . . . . . . . .20

FUNDED
Micro-Enterprises . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,200
Humanitarian Outreach . . . . . . . . . $168,551

Lives Touched  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4.5 Million
Churches Started (Projected)  . . . . . . . . 1,044
Listening Groups Started . . . . . . . . . . . 9,164




